
Section 9 - 1 Peter 2:13-17
13 Submit yourselves for the Lord’s sake to every
human authority: whether to the emperor, as the
supreme authority, 14 or to governors, who are sent
by him to punish those who do wrong and to
commend those who do right. 15 For it is God’s will
that by doing good you should silence the ignorant
talk of foolish people. 16 Live as free people, but do
not use your freedom as a cover-up for evil; live as
God’s slaves. 17 Show proper respect to everyone,
love the family of believers, fear God, honor the
emperor.

● (v 13-14) What does submit mean? Who are
Christians to submit to? What does
submission to human authority look like
practically? What does it mean “for the Lord’s
sake”?

● (v 15) How do we “silence the ignorant talk of
foolish people”?

● (v 16) How are we “free people”? How could
someone use “freedom as a cover-up for
evil”? How do we live as slaves to God?

● (v 17) What four things are Christian citizens
to do? Is respecting and honoring someone
giving approval of their actions and character?

● Point to Ponder - Are there limits to our
submission to human authority?

● What is something from our passage you are
challenged to ponder further this week?
_____________________________________
_____________________________________

*Further passages to ponder related to today’s section in
Peter.

The Christians' Duties to the State
Romans 13:1-7 1 Let everyone be subject to the governing
authorities, for there is no authority except that which God
has established. The authorities that exist have been
established by God. 2 Consequently, whoever rebels against
the authority is rebelling against what God has instituted,
and those who do so will bring judgment on themselves. 3
For rulers hold no terror for those who do right, but for those
who do wrong. Do you want to be free from fear of the one in
authority? Then do what is right and you will be commended.
4 For the one in authority is God’s servant for your good. But
if you do wrong, be afraid, for rulers do not bear the sword
for no reason. They are God’s servants, agents of wrath to
bring punishment on the wrongdoer. 5 Therefore, it is
necessary to submit to the authorities, not only because of
possible punishment but also as a matter of conscience.
6 This is also why you pay taxes, for the authorities are
God’s servants, who give their full time to governing. 7 Give
to everyone what you owe them: If you owe taxes, pay



taxes; if revenue, then revenue; if respect, then respect; if
honor, then honor.

Prayer
1 Timothy 2:1-2 I urge, then, first of all, that petitions,
prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for all
people— 2 for kings and all those in authority, that we may
live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and holiness.

God and Ceasar
Matthew 22:15-22 15 Then the Pharisees went out and laid
plans to trap him in his words. 16 They sent their disciples to
him along with the Herodians. “Teacher,” they said, “we know
that you are a man of integrity and that you teach the way of
God in accordance with the truth. You aren’t swayed by
others, because you pay no attention to who they are. 17 Tell
us then, what is your opinion? Is it right to pay the imperial
tax to Caesar or not?”
18 But Jesus, knowing their evil intent, said, “You hypocrites,
why are you trying to trap me? 19 Show me the coin used for
paying the tax.” They brought him a denarius, 20 and he
asked them, “Whose image is this? And whose inscription?”
21 “Caesar’s,” they replied.
Then he said to them, “So give back to Caesar what is
Caesar’s, and to God what is God’s.”
22 When they heard this, they were amazed. So they left
him and went away.

Paul Using His Citizenship
Acts 22:22-29
22 The crowd listened to Paul until he said this. Then they
raised their voices and shouted, “Rid the earth of him! He’s
not fit to live!”

23 As they were shouting and throwing off their cloaks and
flinging dust into the air, 24 the commander ordered that
Paul be taken into the barracks. He directed that he be
flogged and interrogated in order to find out why the people
were shouting at him like this. 25 As they stretched him out
to flog him, Paul said to the centurion standing there, “Is it
legal for you to flog a Roman citizen who hasn’t even been
found guilty?”
26 When the centurion heard this, he went to the
commander and reported it. “What are you going to do?” he
asked. “This man is a Roman citizen.”
27 The commander went to Paul and asked, “Tell me, are
you a Roman citizen?”
“Yes, I am,” he answered.
28 Then the commander said, “I had to pay a lot of money
for my citizenship.”
“But I was born a citizen,” Paul replied.
29 Those who were about to interrogate him withdrew
immediately. The commander himself was alarmed when he
realized that he had put Paul, a Roman citizen, in chains.

Acts of Civil Disobedience in the Bible

Exodus 1 Daniel 3
Joshua 2 Daniel 6
1 Samuel 14 Acts 4:1-22

Jesus Before Pilate
John 18&19 Matthew 27:1-26
Mark 15:1-15 Luke 23:1-25


