
Section 18 - 1 Peter 5:1-4

5 To the elders among you, I appeal as a fellow
elder and a witness of Christ’s sufferings who also
will share in the glory to be revealed: 2 Be
shepherds of God’s flock that is under your care,
watching over them—not because you must, but
because you are willing, as God wants you to be;
not pursuing dishonest gain, but eager to serve; 3
not lording it over those entrusted to you, but
being examples to the flock. 4 And when the Chief
Shepherd appears, you will receive the crown of
glory that will never fade away.

Questions
● (v 1) Who is Peter addressing specifically in this

passage? What is an elder? If you are not an
elder, how might you apply this passage of
scripture?

● (v 1) How does Peter describe himself? What
does that tell you about Peter?

● (v 2) Whose flock do elders shepherd? Is that
significant?

● (vs 2-3) What are elders not to do? Why might
they be tempted to do these things? What are
elders to do?

● (v 4) What will happen when the Cheif Shepherd
appears?

● What is something from our passage you are
challenged to ponder further this week?

____________________________________________
____________________________________________
____________________________________________

Other New Testament passages about the role of the
elder in the church.

Paul Speaking to the Ephesian Elders

Acts 20:25-31
25 “Now I know that none of you among whom I have
gone about preaching the kingdom will ever see me
again. 26 Therefore, I declare to you today that I am
innocent of the blood of any of you. 27 For I have not
hesitated to proclaim to you the whole will of God. 28
Keep watch over yourselves and all the flock of which
the Holy Spirit has made you overseers. Be shepherds
of the church of God, which he bought with his own
blood. 29 I know that after I leave, savage wolves will
come in among you and will not spare the flock. 30
Even from your own number men will arise and distort
the truth in order to draw away disciples after them. 31
So be on your guard! Remember that for three years I
never stopped warning each of you night and day with
tears.



Jesus Reinstates and Commissions Peter

John 21:15-19
15 When they had finished eating, Jesus said to Simon
Peter, “Simon son of John, do you love me more than
these?”

“Yes, Lord,” he said, “you know that I love you.”

Jesus said, “Feed my lambs.”

16 Again Jesus said, “Simon son of John, do you love
me?”

He answered, “Yes, Lord, you know that I love you.”

Jesus said, “Take care of my sheep.”

17 The third time he said to him, “Simon son of John,
do you love me?”

Peter was hurt because Jesus asked him the third time,
“Do you love me?” He said, “Lord, you know all things;
you know that I love you.”

Jesus said, “Feed my sheep. 18 Very truly I tell you,
when you were younger you dressed yourself and went
where you wanted; but when you are old you will
stretch out your hands, and someone else will dress
you and lead you where you do not want to go.” 19
Jesus said this to indicate the kind of death by which
Peter would glorify God. Then he said to him, “Follow
me!”

Qualifications of an Elder - Paul to Timothy

1 Tim 3:1-7
1 Here is a trustworthy saying: Whoever aspires to be
an overseer desires a noble task. 2 Now the overseer is
to be above reproach, faithful to his wife, temperate,
self-controlled, respectable, hospitable, able to teach, 3
not given to drunkenness, not violent but gentle, not
quarrelsome, not a lover of money. 4 He must manage
his own family well and see that his children obey him,
and he must do so in a manner worthy of full respect. 5
(If anyone does not know how to manage his own
family, how can he take care of God’s church?) 6 He
must not be a recent convert, or he may become
conceited and fall under the same judgment as the
devil. 7 He must also have a good reputation with
outsiders, so that he will not fall into disgrace and into
the devil’s trap.



Ezekiel 34:1-16

1 The word of the Lord came to me: 2 “Son of man,
prophesy against the shepherds of Israel; prophesy
and say to them: ‘This is what the Sovereign Lord
says: Woe to you shepherds of Israel who only take
care of yourselves! Should not shepherds take care of
the flock? 3 You eat the curds, clothe yourselves with
the wool and slaughter the choice animals, but you do
not take care of the flock. 4 You have not
strengthened the weak or healed the sick or bound up
the injured. You have not brought back the strays or
searched for the lost. You have ruled them harshly
and brutally. 5 So they were scattered because there
was no shepherd, and when they were scattered they
became food for all the wild animals. 6 My sheep
wandered over all the mountains and on every high
hill. They were scattered over the whole earth, and no
one searched or looked for them.

7 “‘Therefore, you shepherds, hear the word of the
Lord: 8 As surely as I live, declares the Sovereign
Lord, because my flock lacks a shepherd and so has
been plundered and has become food for all the wild
animals, and because my shepherds did not search
for my flock but cared for themselves rather than for
my flock, 9 therefore, you shepherds, hear the word of
the Lord: 10 This is what the Sovereign Lord says: I
am against the shepherds and will hold them

accountable for my flock. I will remove them from
tending the flock so that the shepherds can no longer
feed themselves. I will rescue my flock from their
mouths, and it will no longer be food for them.

11 “‘For this is what the Sovereign Lord says: I myself
will search for my sheep and look after them. 12 As a
shepherd looks after his scattered flock when he is
with them, so will I look after my sheep. I will rescue
them from all the places where they were scattered on
a day of clouds and darkness. 13 I will bring them out
from the nations and gather them from the countries,
and I will bring them into their own land. I will pasture
them on the mountains of Israel, in the ravines and in
all the settlements in the land. 14 I will tend them in a
good pasture, and the mountain heights of Israel will
be their grazing land. There they will lie down in good
grazing land, and there they will feed in a rich pasture
on the mountains of Israel. 15 I myself will tend my
sheep and have them lie down, declares the
Sovereign Lord. 16 I will search for the lost and bring
back the strays. I will bind up the injured and
strengthen the weak, but the sleek and the strong I
will destroy. I will shepherd the flock with justice.


