Parables of Jesus - Lesson 8 - The Treasure and the Pearl

e \What would others say you value and treasure?

Matthew 13:44-46 “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field. When a
man found it, he hid it again, and then in his joy went and sold all he had and bought
that field.

45 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant looking for fine pearls. 46 When
he found one of great value, he went away and sold everything he had and bought it.

1) Kingdom of Heaven - Now And In The Future
a) Spiritual Nature of The Kingdom Now

Colossians 1:3-14 We always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, when we
pray for you, 4 because we have heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of the love you
have for all God’s people— 5 the faith and love that spring from the hope stored up for
you in heaven and about which you have already heard in the true message of the
gospel 6 that has come to you. In the same way, the gospel is bearing fruit and growing
throughout the whole world—just as it has been doing among you since the day you
heard it and truly understood God’s grace. 7 You learned it from Epaphras, our dear
fellow servant, who is a faithful minister of Christ on our behalf, 8 and who also told us
of your love in the Spirit.

9 For this reason, since the day we heard about you, we have not stopped praying for
you. We continually ask God to fill you with the knowledge of his will through all the
wisdom and understanding that the Spirit gives, 10 so that you may live a life worthy of
the Lord and please him in every way: bearing fruit in every good work, growing in the
knowledge of God, 11 being strengthened with all power according to his glorious might
so that you may have great endurance and patience, 12 and giving joyful thanks to the
Father, who has qualified you to share in the inheritance of his holy people in the
kingdom of light. 13 For he has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought
us into the kingdom of the Son he loves, 14 in whom we have redemption, the
forgiveness of sins. (NIV)

b) Future Reality of Kingdom

Revelation 11:15 The seventh angel sounded his trumpet, and there were loud voices
in heaven, which said:

“The kingdom of the world has become



the kingdom of our Lord and of his Messiah,
and he will reign for ever and ever.” (NIV)

c) Entrance Into The Kingdom

Matthew 7:21-23 “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,” will enter the kingdom of
heaven, but only the one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. 22 Many will
say to me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name and in your name
drive out demons and in your name perform many miracles?’ 23 Then | will tell them
plainly, I never knew you. Away from me, you evildoers!” (NIV)

Ephesians 2:1-10 As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, 2 in which
you used to live when you followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the
kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now at work in those who are disobedient. 3 All of
us also lived among them at one time, gratifying the cravings of our flesh and following
its desires and thoughts. Like the rest, we were by nature deserving of wrath. 4 But
because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, 5 made us alive with Christ
even when we were dead in transgressions—it is by grace you have been saved. 6 And
God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms in Christ
Jesus, 7 in order that in the coming ages he might show the incomparable riches of his
grace, expressed in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus. 8 For it is by grace you have
been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God—

9 not by works, so that no one can boast. 10 For we are God’s handiwork, created in
Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do. (NIV)

2) Jesus Did Not Interpret These Parables (Two Main Views)

a) View One - Jesus is the Treasure and the Pearl
i) We must give up everything and follow Christ

Philippians 3:7-11 But whatever were gains to me | now consider loss for the sake of
Christ. 8 What is more, | consider everything a loss because of the surpassing worth of
knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake | have lost all things. | consider them
garbage, that | may gain Christ 9 and be found in him, not having a righteousness of
my own that comes from the law, but that which is through faith in Christ—the
righteousness that comes from God on the basis of faith. 10 | want to know
Christ—yes, to know the power of his resurrection and participation in his sufferings,



becoming like him in his death, 11 and so, somehow, attaining to the resurrection from
the dead. (NIV)

Matthew 19:16-22 Just then, a man came up to Jesus and asked, “Teacher, what good
thing must | do to get eternal life?”

17 “Why do you ask me about what is good?” Jesus replied. “There is only One who is
good. If you want to enter life, keep the commandments.”

18 “Which ones?” he inquired.

Jesus replied, “You shall not murder, you shall not commit adultery, you shall not steal,
you shall not give false testimony, 19 honor your father and mother,’[a] and ‘love your
neighbor as yourself.”

20 “All these | have kept,” the young man said. “What do | still lack?”

21 Jesus answered, “If you want to be perfect, go, sell your possessions and give to the
poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me.”

22 When the young man heard this, he went away sad, because he had great
wealth.(NIV)

b) View Two - The Faithful Remnant of Israel is the Treasure / The
Church / Gentile Believer is the Pearl
i) Jesus gave up everything to purchase both.

Philippians 2:5-8 In your relationships with one another, have the same mindset as
Christ Jesus:

6 Who, being in very nature God,

did not consider equality with God something to be used to his own advantage;
7 rather, he made himself nothing

by taking the very nature of a servant,

being made in human likeness.
8 And being found in appearance as a man,

he humbled himself

by becoming obedient to death—

even death on a cross! (NIV)



Israel God’s Treasure
Exodus 19:5 Now therefore, if you will indeed obey my voice and keep my covenant,
you shall be my treasured possession among all peoples, for all the earth is mine; (NIV)

Psalm 135:4 For the LORD has chosen Jacob to be his own, Israel to be his treasured
possession. (NIV)

Gentiles Related to the Sea

Isaiah 60:5 Then you will look and be radiant,
your heart will throb and swell with joy;

the wealth on the seas will be brought to you,
to you the riches of the nations will come.

Matthew 4:12-16 12 When Jesus heard that John had been put in prison, he withdrew
to Galilee. 13 Leaving Nazareth, he went and lived in Capernaum, which was by the
lake in the area of Zebulun and Naphtali— 14 to fulfill what was said through the
prophet Isaiah:

15 “Land of Zebulun and land of Naphtali,
the Way of the Sea, beyond the Jordan,
Galilee of the Gentiles—

16 the people living in darkness
have seen a great light;

on those living in the land of the shadow of death
a light has dawned.” (NIV)

Questions to Ponder:

e What is very valuable to you? What do you treasure? Why? Has that changed
over time? Why?

e What has Christ done to demonstrate that you are valued and treasured by Him?
What have you done to show Christ you value and treasure Him?

e Why is it difficult to align what you see as valuable with what God says is
valuable in His Word?

e What can help you align what you treasure with what God values and treasures?



